CHIEECIIE R H B R B 24l Vol. 13, No.6
2008 4F 6 H Journal of Image and Graphics June, 2008

REH RS RETHARARERE

VORI R BRSO, KV 410075) P CGEERERERAR S REEFENLRE L5 100084)

W OE RS HIT L8 R B 3 ERE R S OGS, B E T 4 R RBOR 8 R 2 1 BIF 5
W) SCHE . SR G 36 R A PR TH A B B H P AT S B S 800 9 & 44 55 VL, 4 X ax 26 (Al 328 1 T 1 £ i
T o B AL B E S, RS A P T AL 3 bR B e SO A B L e SR RN A T 0 SRR S [ Y A
Xof 42 3 R BT I VR A A T AR IR, B A 48 R T 0 vk R O YR RN Gt s, BE AT T O T R 1 R
RO T AT Z B0 AR R IERIT T8 0 B T L R B T i SR SR B A T 1)

KR Reml LR ATPME s P Rmikat

FE &S E S TP391. 41 XERFRIZAD ;A XEHE:1006-8961(2008)06-1034-14

Prospects and Current Studies on Designing Transfer
Function in Volume Rendering
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) ( Department of Computer Science and Technology Tsinghua University, Beijing 100084 )

Abstract Volume rendering has proven to be an effective and flexible visualization method for large three-dimensional data
sets from scientific or medical applications perspective. Transfer functions are particularly important to the quality of
volume-rendered images because their role is essentially to make the data visible by assigning optical properties like color
and opacity to the original values of the data set being visualized. Good transfer functions reveal the important structures in
the data without obscuring them with unimportant regions. Unfortunately, specifying a good transfer function can be a
difficult and tedious task due to the lack of intuitive interface and guiding information. Recent research has focused on
automatic and semiautomatic techniques for creating transfer functions. A comprehensive survey of the up-to-date design
approaches and strategies for transfer function is presented. After introducing the mathematical definition of the transfer
function, different data and optical properties that can be used in the domain of transfer function are discussed. The
proposed approaches of designing transfer functions can be classified into three categories;image-centric, data-centric and
object-centric methods according to the extent of automation and interaction. Their characteristics and relationship also are
analyzed and reviewed in detail. Along existing methods, some potential directions for future research are predicted finally.

Keywords volume rendering, transfer function, visualization, classification,user interface design

s 2 AR B LA T8 T, B3R 3 440 3 £

A B 2 dEEG RI, TTRATE 1R RS b LR
AR, TR RS B L .
PR —Fh BB AR B T AL SR A T TR R B DR R AR AL

1 3]

[

EE£WAB :HRARE¥ILTH (69975003)
4 75 B H#5 :2006-10-09 ; % [E] B #3:2007-03-14
F—EEE N :HI5 (1980 ~ ), L. TR RFIFENN HEEAR L A . EEFE 7 ) B B SR B2 BT A S

E-mail ; zff@ mail. csu. edu. cn



55 6 3]

JE 5 05 4 < gl v A% 1B R BOBETE B BT 5 IR S R 2 1035

B B AT LA o PR 2 T B 0 O B A 338 R R
T, R £ 38 R RORE 3 2 i 7 14 B0 als 1 4 o 't
PR SR, PE T R BRI R R, 1
o PR BRI BE T A7 AE A B e WY
R B P 3 i A% i R BOE SCRONE 3 TP O R
AN RAETE T 2R B 223, R 2 IR T A S8,
AE B AR Y I () MUK 9 5 Bk =2 Bl I i 45 45 2 08
{83 pR B BT A 2 B B AR, A I B 2 283
b 1% 138 R R, 15 B TR AP W AE R nT RE R A R
1o P, Bt 9 15 38 pR K E w81 D AT AR A
(Ko —"

2 i 1% 32 pR BT S 1 F AR T & WA P B
T, fuf A2 328 oK KR 110 2 5000 ) 55 S0 7 e 4 R i Y
RO PR T SO 4 A5 B B P B i 1F
128 pR B, PR BT H s A Sh B i S & 4 FhoR
(7 e 4l 7 114 1 3k R K, 1 705 4% 338 pR R0 BT 1) A
LA REL

ARICNZ A 2508 T A% i ek K i U5
o A T AL R R RO E S T B4
T A% 1 pR B E SO E L e S R0 B9 5 O
R JR AR T A% 3 ek B A Bl BT O i, E
8T BAZR b ik B oL R g ik
PO Tk LA Bt O7 ik M AL Bk AL, 0 B T EANTZ
[ERSE RS - IR e Rl NP S B R G S il
5% (9 77 16

2 EHEEHPHFEEX

TEAR 2 ] v, A% 138 B ECHE 3 2 B8R 3 1 Bdi (6
WO e AR S H L T R M R SO R IR Y
W OC AR TR E T IR Y R R . B b AR
BRAOT LASE O 3 4R H A 7 0 BHiE TR P B o R T
(ot ;

7:D, xD, x-xD —0,x0,x--x0, (1)
K,D,(n=1, 2, ,n) 2 AL R B E IR,
R 3 HEBYE S B e . B R v 3 4
Bl o B B 0 BUE FRAE B AT LU SR RE A R0
{H, 40 CT BR B K BEAE , 7T DL Jay 0 R A s 2K
(EIT A Z R B 8 R AR L — B O ) e L lh R
%530, (m =12, ,m) J& A& 3% bR BB, 2R
HEAT AT A AR 1 0% 22 R L B (RGB) (A i B
J& (alpha) | B 8 Z ¥ Phong | Jx §F & 4 4F %
AT R BE B Pk B 4 R Ot 2 R Y Y e St

W, 3 A 3k oR KR e RT3 4R B HE b B
ATl R JE P A SR R SORE LSS AR X R 7 2
He G o BT AL i ek Kot 2 AR 48 AT Ak B
R, Ve R A Al 0 B R RO A R T
ST EATTZ ) B O R
2.1 FBRHHOBERG

i =) Al R, A% 3 ek By e S B TR
P, ERR 3 BRI B B R, B e T
PLGy 2y Jmy &8 85 4 J& 1k AN 4 Je B e PE . R T AR
e Jm e AR B B — A R B AW
Ja M, L R] DL SR R S A8 e R R 3R [ A
B BCHE B . 4 R B R M R 0 SRy B R R
PRI RS R W,
2.1.1 #HrEfE

R B bR A A B B L R B9 BOHRE TR
PR, B2 3 4k 2 1) 2 Bl A [6) 5 9 ) i &5
w CT H B, s Bt R VLBUE I B 25 3L,
AL H R B G . A R AR SRR B E A R/
Wtk 7 R p ok IR, B — s 19 R, T RLHR
Doy AN /o BT o, 7E AR CT 3 4 181 15
I VA = o i SN S S N R ol 7 i
ARFE ) CTAE, 78 CT BHR h R I B A A Y
JREEAR, PG, m DUAR 4l WK RE Ok 78 SC B (0 1% i
MR, R % ok RORAF W B, HEXF T 45
FHY 3 AERIE T, R — B AR AR BAT A TR A A
A, TR AT R — A (E A SR AE ST W REJE TR
6] @ 4 5t o PRI, P b o 4R 3 3 4% 3 R B AL 2
RE AL TR SR 3 4R £ HE b, X TR A W B s 9
BB N R 0 E

R 2 ) A ) BRI, O T R e Y
i, B R AR S AT A o 8 i A T A B
AR b S (ELATS AT AV b St Ja P B2 3 s . AN
V18 4 P B30 A 300 119 22 o) SOCR L AN TR) o FH %) 44
SR AR 3 U (E B AR AR A (B 5
2.1.2 FhE

1 % 15 {8 ( gradient magnitude ) J2 55 — F & F 1Y
BiJm e o PR iy, i R R — Fp 4 5 B A A
LAAR i, AN 8] 1 4 5T 5 AT AN [a) 1 b i, PRt
TEY) 5t 1 21 P A b B (EDRE K AR 3 A 20 A A
A B ) ZARE AT LA R R ER B i, 3 4R 4k
235 [E] v, B B R AR 1 B A R

va= [ (2 (Y o




1036

B 4 DR 2R

Ao, IV I FeoR < B BB | Levoy 32 HiKr £ B iR
{ELVE Jhy A% 338 pR VB 8 SIS, 458 o1 AN 375 BH RS 06 32 L
PP R R N B T o = N AL
JET PR B R S PR T R 3 ST Y TR AL
7223 ] b A M 2R T R 2 A L R

3 Y% b R el B O SR R A R, PR B R R
SR R R 38 e SR A AT AR ) SR A TR
B W RBP4
{87 SRR B 7 32 % o (] 7 L it L S =
D7 % 0 g 7 B el FH R BB B3 O vk, PR A S
mr.

lf(ngl

1
_Ef(xifz ,yi?zi) + 3

1
Vf(xi’yi’zl): _Ef(xi’yf—z’z")-'—

3

1
_ﬁf(xz,yi’zifz) + 3

R T AW MER M, Neumann 21 T H 4
AL MH Y 7 R B

R 1B R A, B B 7 1) R A Sy SRR
AL 3k PR R, Lum AR 46 86 B2 /Y I 1m) 18] 4 98 5 O 2%
S, U 3 BT B s RACR 3 i 0 B T Y 22 4 BT
B OFEREER T SR B R R AR,
2.1.3 EhreR

o B HOAE S A% 3ok R BRI s SCIURT DA A 1Y
FEIBCER 5 W AR AL, B H Y s B S BOR B R T
o] i B 8, EJCMR S AL BRARAE O R L A

1
IV £I?

1

D%, f= (VH' - H, - Vf=

P H O AR AR R %07 15 S e, (0 i
Ko #53 MORRE R T R,

82 a2 62
p, f=vrp=2L 0L o (7)
dx Jy" 0z
12 R B A | R, (R Ko I S R

ol 2

— FEOAR A B AR RE S ROk s HE TR A S i,
Vladimir 55 AR R 57 57 59 30 100315507 34 32 ey
J5 ) 255 (T R A 3o R B

5 1) SRR T RT R e B ) S5 4 10 S
b ] UK s Bt 3 9 JE AR KR i o Yoshinabu 45

2
*f(%i,yi_l 7zj> -

2 2 1
7f(xi’yz,zi—1> _7f(xi7yi’zi+1) + 5

IV £I?

%13 &

-1 1 _

Tf(x;_l’y;’z;) _Tf(xu.[’y/’z,')
1 1

Vf(x,-,y,:,z,:) = jf(xnyi—]’zi) _Tf(xiayiﬂazi)
1 1

_?f(xi’yi’zi—]) _?f(xi’yiazin)_

(3)

Moller £ 1 T HIZPE 23 85 9 05 1 R L %07
LA 23 B 22 T 3X A (A PR 3 530 A v At 1 A
BEEEME M B IR 2E s U A2 SR
D2 AR, =R 2 IR A R T A

2 1 T
V%) _?f(xi+l 2YiaZ) +Ef(xi+2 VYo%)

2 1
S ,y0,0,2) +Ef(xivyi+27zi) (4)

3

flx,y,2.,)

3 12

TET FA) s € R (L e RAEL , T 66 12 7 1) 1) — B S A
0, Kniss JIE W46 B2 75 1) (1) — BT 5 AE 05 1 o 114 40 e
Py Il R AR Ak R R T
W A T T RO F ORI B
B I 7 1 B I SRR 3 ROk
1 f 2 B B8 W M 9 6 B2 RT3
1

Dszf:HVf”V( HVfH> -Vf (5)
TERRFE IR MH RN 00T, ot 58 7 B B
55 2 P 5L T AR RO,
B af__ﬂ azf a2f_
ox || 925 9xdy 9xoz
ay || 9xdy o9y> dyoz|lox a9y oz
o\l f  If IS
L dzd] 9x9z  9ydz 97 |

N T 1) 5 K v i 9 R R £ 3 AN R A 1 0
B3 B R A SE A BEATIR T LV % B A AT
TR A AL A BT A, >4, > A5 3 DMERIEE S
X RLRRAE [ e, e, e, 0 HRUARERIEME A, AL, AL 0
BUE R AT AN 450 (A, <d, = A, =0) 45
HI(A, = A, <A, =0) FIBUREEHI (A, =, =), <0) B
FFARLSI 330 B 55 4 43 506k o7 T B 2 A% v B )2 LT
BRI . BRI, AR R T R A M R A A
BRI BT LA S R X L AT 2 55 ) I 4 4 S T AL
Jirt Hladuvka %5 A5 0 ) — B 7 1] S 85 09 05 /M E



55 6 3]

JH 55 55 45 R 2t v AR 33 R BB I T S BDIR R 1037

S 42 USSR 37 b ) R 6 30 SR T B A 4 S TR 5
5 Aol 3 R R e A A 7 1 R B30 A T G 1 L
77 PR AR O R AN S o s B
B IS B B ) A R A DL B A Y
B SRR TT LAY S 3 4 5500 370 1 B R ke 1% 1%
3ok bR
2.1.4 xR

T 4 2 AT £ — o T R AE 30T AL T R %
THE 8 e, R R R R E R T X
S FVHE B R B0 TR 0 R B SR Y it T
/NI B 1 O R L L E A LA T X
TR b T L — a5 P, il SR 3 7 1) 2R i T AR
P A £ S5 S R B /NS g A R i 2 i A
Bk, Rk, B, FRAE ARG, LR kL kA
2 X o T R A R P Ok 40 T Ol el i T 4
K, W FHEMA L

Jiri Hladuvka 25 A 452 HWs 1 22086 &, Ak, 4E R
338 DR BT S SR, SR e i 23 (R B o BB
RiB W e 2

T:k, Xk, >R xGxBXxa (8)

A 18 bR KCRT LAKS B P P B a5 th B AT S
TR 548 1 00 5, 461, AR 4 ot 5 0 (L K D K, B
ST LA (R, = k) R AR (k, > Ky, = 0
B0 =k, > ky) s AR R B e LAY 45 5, 00 AT L
PR X 3 b4 1T (e, x ky > 0) 1 XU 410 490 17 (&, x
ky <0) o PG, 3 T 3 0 1 i bR 0 TT LA O ) 5
X AR s A B s A, KR T BT 4 2 5 i
TET , ) FE ISR R B b, D ey £ /N 8 T LA [ — o
AR T HEAT A0 4) o R i 30 A A 2 ki
138 PR, TR TR R A SR R 2 > [, | > kB
e, 5 AR A 2 4T

PR I T 25 42 36 1R B 65 A 91T 4R
X IR R 14 X 5 A7 T AL, 1E R AT I A BE 5
BOUHER T3 3 45 T R Bk . TR
KR 375 10 R 75 R A% i) S 6 9 25 P B 5 o
)3 52 X 135 37 T 3R B0 7 1 AR S 0

T TR A T — A Ry i —
) FH 153 TUART (4 B0 43 AR 28 B 1 e b ok % 2 1S
b B 7 v U B, e R R A SR, A
J5 AR s S B R A % i
() E B PEAR T W SR 5, 5 5 % W 7 S
PR, 3 55 2 B B B 3 ik 4T P N Ak B
Kindlmann 2 1 5 T34 B9 7 v 8007 10 507

SLt] =w(x) =f(x) flt] =w' (x) =f"(x) (9)
HrpofLe]h fQx) BB HORT,  + 7 AR 4 PR pR R
w(x) WM XTI B2 I g de, B £
T U U A AL B TH MR RE SR S
P, T4 v 2 il R L 3 R U ROR . S Ab,
T 0T U A R — Bl A R R . R 2
T R R LA ok G il A il 3R e,
Melvor U B T A 26 Pk i — Wk it A $4A A B 85 51 L
HA A 7 1 B OB

ifif Jirf Hladuvka B3 A 158048 7 09 — ) 2 5
A LG T TRT T X g — A SRR L R B T
Ti] 1) 1F 28 T8 R T 53 il SRR A A, R ky o DR R ZR
SR T N ot e ot 2R 0 Bk R R T TR il R T
BT A RO 2 4R, DRI, S B R T
B SR, MRS T il 2R T il SR 0 T 35 OF AN
(R, 94, 1208 SC 2 VTR T 53 0 OGS A E IR
SERIY W T, 24 1 T 32 7 ) AR 1 B0 3 1 b
WA XTI R A ERE . S A i SR
B K, AR X S 0 S i nT Ak . Rl R B TR AT
DIAE g AL B 6 5 00 4 SR AR AR S . B T R
NIRRT SN R O B S [ <y R <
AT IE N 8 SO T A% 3% PR
2.1.5 Zs|alJ@

FE 2. 11 thoa3 b T AR A S A 1 T 1 4% 328 oA 4L
FEAE X R R]— 1) b A2 (5 1T BE Xt B T 22 Fh 4 I
177 [] — Ffr 49 5 Al AT B8 A 7% A [R] 9 b & {E, Roettger
P R AR AL 3of R B PO Az TR A ORI bR UM, 2
)15 B2 AR 5 5 B 0 B0 s v DR Oy ] — g i —
PR 28 TR] 1 2 AH B 2 3 1Y), SR 7 A 8 bR BRI
Sl PO AR A0 AR AR A, S AE T 4E 1 B RS 1
(14 2 F4 FEAE

T A% 338 bR B TP oA =5 )45 L0 B 4 00 O
SR AE ST SCIU BN COR AR S AR E 2, v, 23 A
AR, Tzeng Wi R AR S WAL HRAE ~, v, 2 fEH A
R A 2T T e A o R R, BT R R
SR ) SR DX L R v A A 3k pR
B K, ZHET R, HIL, Roetiger 4 H} | I 25
)15 X SR AE ST HEAT RS, I B — A 2T — Fob
B A b R A B R R 2R 0 2 4 g3
J5 R, 3 4E s a5 B RGB B (o (i £os , Rl &
TEAG i R B P BRI x, v, 23 A&, AL T 15
W RBO BT . (R IZ BE IS U A Y R
fiE, T 2 R 2 [l Ak 14 1% 3 R 8 A 3h i R AT e 2 1



1038 B 4 DR 2R

B3 %

53 B A FIRAIE
2.1.6 4BfE)EME

275 0] J& M AT LA R 7R W) T 1) 45 A R AE I8 4 4K s
J& VE AT LR S R SCHE R . AR B T RS R
RSB AR FE B bR i, % R TR A RS A
RAER B R . 16 3 de 8 dli g, 4B ) @ Pk AT
PLJZ 6 4kt n] DU 26 4k

Huang Fi] FH#E 73, X S8l 38 4 5006 AR iR 2 4 9 1%
156 PRI, A JE S ) o R AR AT, SR e H 4 Ry 111Xk
B R 1 o0 2R G M A 3 RO R X A L 3
A RS v 0 DSl R SR AR R ) 4 1) ol R R
FEl 26 AR J& 1 b i, 3 B — o i B0 2647 60T,
FEAF A A B R AE G IR N R — R B, 3 4R IX
Sl 185 4 B 1 ) P 408 T i T PR T o ) S o AR
HEOGER YT, Tzeng H4 6 4E (14 4 S5 J& MEAE S #
22 2% N, T T e A A% PR R 2 I 4
BB 4k 1A% 32 ek B, B iR B R R A L 25 1R

s
(a) A28 I 8 o Joi 0 L £ 23 2
PELT e O 4 o o 0 I A 43 28 15 2% L

Fig. 1 Classification of brain image using neural network and comparison of errors
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